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Guideline for disclosure and management of financial conflicts of interest regarding 
applications for and approved grants from American federal funders affiliated with the 
United States Department of Health and Human Services 

This guideline applies to applications for and grants from American federal funders affiliated 
with the United States Department of Health and Human Services, particularly the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH). The guideline also applies to other American funders that require 
compliance with the below stated federal legislation. 

The guideline intends to ensure that Uppsala University fulfils the requirements concerning 
disclosure and management of financial conflicts of interest, as stated in the United States 
federal law in 42 CFR part 50, Subpart F ("Responsibilities of institutions regarding 
investigator financial conflicts of interest"). 

Before each grant application, and annually in the case of an approved grant, or within 30 
days of an interest being discovered or acquired, the researcher must submit the disclosure of 
his or her possible interests. The disclosure must be done using the e-form "Federal American 
Funding Agencies: Disclosure of Significant Financial Interests" on the website 
https://form.diariet.uu.se/ufv/federal-American-funding-agencies-disclosure. 

Each researcher in the research project must submit this disclosure. A researcher here refers to 
a person who is responsible for the design, conduct or reporting of the research or part of the 
research.  

Each researcher must disclose: 

a) All significant financial interests related to the researcher, their spouse, or dependent 
children, which can be considered related to the researcher's obligations towards 
Uppsala University (research, teaching and administration). 

b) All travel during the 12 months preceding the disclosure, which can be considered 
related to the researcher's obligations towards Uppsala University (research, teaching 
and administration) and which has been reimbursed or paid for by a commercial 
entity. 

The research officers are responsible for handling these disclosures and ensuring that they are 
registered. The Legal Affairs Division judges whether a possible significant financial interest 
is related to the current research and, if so, whether there is a conflict of interest. The 
judgement must be documented. The Legal Affairs Division is responsible for registering the 
documentation. 

A financial interest should be considered related to the current research, if the interest can be 
affected by the research, or if the interest is linked to an organisation whose financial interests 
can be affected by the research. A conflict of interest exists if the financial interest could 
directly and significantly affect the design, conduct or reporting of the research. 

If there is a conflict of interest, the Legal Affairs Division contacts the researcher's Head of 
Department, who is responsible for deciding how to handle the conflict. The Head of 
Department must develop a plan with the concrete actions to be taken to manage the conflict. 

https://form.diariet.uu.se/ufv/federal-American-funding-agencies-disclosure


The decision on the management plan should be documented. The research officers are 
responsible for notifying the relevant researcher and funder without delay. The research 
officers are also responsible for registering the decision on the management plan and for the 
current researcher receiving a copy. The Head of Department is responsible for monitoring 
that the researcher concerned complies with the established plan for managing the conflict of 
interest. 

In cases where Uppsala University is the main recipient of funds to be passed on to another 
recipient, Uppsala University should ensure that the recipient in writing accepts to follow 
applicable regulations on conflicts of interest. 
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