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Introduction 
This guide applies to educational evaluations at the postgraduate level at the Faculty of Science and 
Technology (TEKNAT 2017/85). The guide is based on the aspects that Guidelines for Uppsala 
University’s model for review of study programmes stipulates shall be included in educational 
evaluations, as well as the assessment criteria given by the Swedish Higher Education Authority 
Guide for postgraduate educational evaluations.  

The guide is intended for the heads of the various evaluation units as support in the writing of the 
self-evaluation and to assessors as support in the assessment process.  

Aspects included in the educational evaluations 
Guidelines for Uppsala University’s model for review of study programmes stipulates that the 
following aspects shall be included in the educational evaluations: 

• that the education programmes achieve the goals of the Higher Education Act and the Higher 
Education Ordinance (System of Qualifications) as well as the programme-specific goals, i.e. 
that the actual learning outcomes correspond to the expected learning outcomes 

• that the content and form of the teaching rest on a scientific foundation and proven experience  
• that the teaching is centred around the doctoral students’ learning  
• that the achievement of intended learning outcomes is examined using appropriate methods, and 

complying to rule of law, and that progression is ensured 
• that those working within the education programme have current competence in the subject 

matter, pedagogical competence/competence in subject didactics, and sufficient supervisor 
capacity  

• that internationalisation, international perspectives and a sustainability perspective are promoted  
• that a gender equality perspective is integrated in the education programme  
• that the education programme responds to the individual’s and society's need for education and 

professional knowledge and prepares doctoral students for a future career  
• that the doctoral students have influence in the planning, implementation and follow-up of the 

education programme  
• that there is an appropriate study environment available to all doctoral students  
• that continuously follow-up and improvement of the education programme is carried out 

 

Overview of assessment areas  
The educational evaluations are based on assessment criteria in the following areas: 

• Basis of the education programme 
• Design, implementation and results  
• Gender equality and equal opportunities 
• Doctoral student perspective  
• Internationalisation and sustainability perspective 
• Future career and collaboration 

 

Each evaluation shall include a holistic assessment of the education programme’s quality based on 
prescribed aspects categorised into the respective assessment criteria. The evaluation unit may 
choose to assign different weights, and in such case justify this, to the different assessment criteria 
based on what is of particular importance to the assessment and development of quality in the 
specific postgraduate education programme.  
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Assessment areas and assessment criteria 

Assessment area: Basis of the education programme  
The assessment area “Basis of the education programme” includes assessment criteria related to staff 
and postgraduate education environment. 

Staff 
The description and analysis of supervisor competence and supervisor capacity shall be 
supplemented with a tabular report. 

Assessment criterion The number of supervisors and teachers and their collective 
competence (scientific and pedagogical) is adequate and is 
proportional to the education programme’s volume, content and 
implementation in the short and long term. 

For postgraduate education, it is particularly important that the 
supervisors conduct research at a high international level in 
their respective subject areas. 

The competence and skills development of the supervisors and 
teachers is followed up systematically in order to promote high 
quality in the education programme. 

 

Guide for the evaluation unit 
and assessors 

Examples: 

• Do the supervisors conduct research of internationally 
recognised quality within the subject area?  

• What work is being done to ensure there are sufficient 
supervisor resources in relation to the number of doctoral 
students in the long term? 

• What procedures are in place to enable supervisor changes 
if needed? 

• What work is being done to ensure that supervision 
maintains high quality and is of a sufficient scope? 

• What systematic follow-up/procedures are being used to 
identify deficiencies in supervision? 

• How does follow-up, any action and feedback take place? 
 

 

Postgraduate education environment 
Postgraduate education within a postgraduate education subject is conducted in a specific 
environment. The content and form of the postgraduate education shall rest on a scientific 
foundation and proven experience. The postgraduate education environment refers to the 
environment in which doctoral students, supervisors and the education programme work (for 
example, department, division, team, etc.). 

Assessment criterion Research at the evaluation unit is of such quality and scope that 
postgraduate education can be conducted at a high scientific 
level and with good educational conditions. Relevant 
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collaboration takes place with the surrounding community both 
nationally and internationally. 

The delimitation of the postgraduate education subject and its 
connection to the scientific foundation and proven experience 
is well justified and adequate. 

Guide for the evaluation unit 
and assessors 

Examples: 

• The postgraduate education subject has a clear scientific 
foundation and proven experience.  

• Research within the subject is conducted with 
internationally-recognised high quality and at such a scope 
that postgraduate education can be conducted at a 
corresponding level. 

• How are prerequisites and the quality of the postgraduate 
education environment ensured for doctoral students who 
may carry out the education at a different location or in 
another environment? 

• Do doctoral students in the postgraduate education 
environment have access to the necessary infrastructure 
(locally or via collaboration – common infrastructure)? 

• How does follow-up, any action and feedback take place? 
 

 

Assessment area: Design, implementation and results 
The “Design, implementation and results” assessment area contains postgraduate qualitative targets 
(System of Qualification, Higher Education Ordinance) under the knowledge forms knowledge and 
understanding, competence and skills, and judgement and approach.  
 
Goal attainment of the knowledge form “knowledge and understanding” 

Assessment criterion Through its design, implementation and examination, the 
postgraduate education ensures that the doctoral student can do 
the following when a doctoral degree is issued: 

• demonstrate broad knowledge and systematic 
understanding of the postgraduate education subject as well 
as advanced and up-to-date specialist knowledge in a 
limited area of the postgraduate education subject 

• demonstrate familiarity with research methodology in 
general and with the methods of the specific postgraduate 
education subject in particular 

 

Guide for the evaluation unit 
and assessors 

Examples: 

• How do the forms and content of the education ensure that 
doctoral students demonstrate broad knowledge and 
understanding both within the postgraduate education 
subject and for scientific methodology within the 
postgraduate education subject?  
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• What is done to ensure that doctoral students obtain broad 
knowledge within the subject, other research perspectives 
and other research orientations through, for example, 
seminar activities and other collaboration? 

• How is progression achieved and followed up during the 
education programme, and what link is there between 
qualitative targets, intended learning outcomes, learning 
activities and examination? 

• How is the goal of doctoral students gradually taking 
greater initiative and responsibility for their learning and 
thesis work during the education programme achieved? 

• How are procedures for revising individual study plans 
structured and followed up? 

• How does the subject work to offer doctoral students 
courses of high quality that corresponds to the general and 
individual study plans?  

• How does the subject ensure the quality of the theses that 
go on to public defence?  

• How does follow-up, any action and feedback take place? 
 

 

Goal attainment of the knowledge form “competence and skills” 

Assessment criterion Through its design, implementation and examination, the 
postgraduate education ensures that the doctoral student can do 
the following when a doctoral degree is issued: 

• demonstrate the capacity for scholarly analysis and 
synthesis as well as to review and assess new and complex 
phenomena, issues and situations autonomously and 
critically  

• demonstrate the ability to identify and formulate issues 
with scholarly precision critically, autonomously and 
creatively, and to plan and use appropriate methods to 
undertake research and other qualified tasks within 
predetermined time frames and to review and evaluate such 
work 

• demonstrate through a thesis the ability to make a 
significant contribution to the formation of knowledge 
through his or her own research 

• demonstrate the ability in both national and international 
contexts to present and discuss research and research 
findings authoritatively in speech and writing and in 
dialogue with the academic community and society in 
general 

• demonstrate the ability to identify the need for further 
knowledge  

• demonstrate the capacity to contribute to social 
development and support the learning of others both 
through research and education and in some other qualified 
professional capacity 
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Guide for the evaluation unit 
and assessors 

Examples: 

• How do the forms and content of the postgraduate 
education ensure that doctoral students fulfil qualitative 
targets related to competence and skills? 

• How is progression achieved during the education 
programme, and what link is there between examination 
goals, intended learning outcomes, learning activities and 
examination?  

• How is the goal of doctoral students gradually taking 
greater initiative and responsibility for their learning and 
thesis work during the education programme achieved? 

• What procedures are in place for revision of individual 
study plans? 

• How does the subject work to offer doctoral students 
courses of high quality that corresponds to the general and 
individual study plans?  

• How is the goal attainment of doctoral students followed 
up through the thesis work, what quality enhancement 
measures, if any, are taken in connection with follow-up, 
and how does feedback of these quality enhancement 
measures take place with the aim of ensuring goal 
attainment? 

• How do the doctoral students demonstrate conditions for 
contributing to societal development and support the 
learning of others both within research and education and 
in other qualified professional contexts?  

• How is the quality of the theses that go on to public 
defence ensured? 

• What is done to ensure that conditions are in place for 
doctoral students to complete their education within the 
planned time?  

• How does follow-up, any action and feedback take place? 
 

 

Goal attainment of the knowledge form “judgement and approach” 

Assessment criterion Through its design, implementation and examination, the 
postgraduate education ensures that the doctoral student can do 
the following when a degree is issued: 

• demonstrate intellectual autonomy and disciplinary 
rectitude as well as the ability to make assessments of 
research ethics 

• demonstrate specialised insight into the possibilities and 
limitations of science, its role in society and the 
responsibility of the individual for how it is used 

 

Guide for the evaluation unit 
and assessors 

Examples: 

• How do the forms and content of the postgraduate 
education ensure that doctoral students fulfil qualitative 
targets related to judgement and approach?  
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• How is progression achieved during the education 
programme, and what link is there between qualitative 
targets, intended learning outcomes, learning activities and 
examination?  

• How does follow-up, any action and feedback take place? 
 

 

Assessment area: Gender equality and equal opportunities 
 

Assessment criterion An equal opportunities perspective is integrated into the design 
and implementation of the postgraduate education. Gender 
equality relates to equality between the sexes and that 
everyone, regardless of gender, should be given the opportunity 
to perform to their full potential. 

The term equal opportunities means that everyone should have 
conditions that enable them to perform to their full potential, 
regardless of gender, gender identity or expression, ethnicity, 
religion or other belief, functionality, sexual orientation, age or 
social background. Diversity contributes to multiple 
perspectives and can thus help to raise the quality of the 
education.  

 

Guide for the evaluation unit 
and assessors 

Examples: 

• What is done to ensure that men and women are given the 
same conditions for admission, postgraduate education and 
examination? 

• What is the current gender distribution among doctoral 
students, supervisors and teachers? 

• How is follow-up done to ensure that an equality-
promoting perspective is integrated into the design and 
implementation of the education programme?  

• What work is done to ensure that the equal opportunities 
perspective is integrated into the postgraduate education 
environment?  

• How is the design and content (including supervision) of 
the education adapted based on the doctoral students’ 
individual needs? 

• How does follow-up, any action and feedback take place? 
 

 

Assessment area: Doctoral student perspective 
 

Assessment criterion The doctoral student is given the opportunity to play an 
active role in work to develop the content and 
implementation of the postgraduate education. 
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The education ensures a good physical and psychosocial work 
environment for the doctoral student. 

 

Guide for the evaluation unit 
and assessors 

Examples: 

• What work is done to ensure that the doctoral students are 
given the opportunity to participate in postgraduate 
education's quality work, in general and for their own part?  

• In what way do doctoral students participate in decision-
making processes, including preparation, for issues related 
to postgraduate education?  

• How are the doctoral students’ and alumni’s views of the 
postgraduate education programme collected, and how are 
these used in quality assurance of the programme?  

• What is done to ensure a good physical and psychosocial 
work environment for the doctoral students? 

• How does follow-up, any action and feedback take place? 
 

 

Assessment area: Internationalisation and sustainability 
perspective 
 

Assessment criterion The postgraduate education is designed and implemented in 
such a way that internationalisation, international perspectives 
and a sustainability perspective are promoted in the education. 

 

Guide for the evaluation unit 
and assessors 

Examples: 

• What is done to encourage the recruitment of doctoral 
students in international open calls and to ensure that the 
quality of these processes is further developed?  

• How are doctoral students encouraged to visit or spend part 
of their postgraduate education time at foreign higher 
education institutions or to participate in some other type 
of outward mobility? 

• How are supervisors encouraged to participate in the 
exchanges and other types of outward mobility? 

• How is a sustainability perspective (environmental, 
economic and social perspective) integrated in the 
postgraduate education? 

• How does follow-up, any action and feedback take place? 
 

 

Assessment area: Future career and collaboration 
 

Assessment criterion The postgraduate education is designed and implemented in 
such a way that it is useful and develops the doctoral student’s 
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readiness to face challenges in working life, both within and 
outside of academia. 

 

Guide for the evaluation unit 
and assessors 

Examples: 

• How are future career paths discussed and planned for 
individual doctoral students and jointly for the doctoral 
students within the environment? 

• How is postgraduate education's usefulness and 
preparation for working life, both within and outside of 
academia, ensured through its content and design?  

• How are alumni’s experiences utilised in the development 
of the education programme?  

• How does follow-up, any action and feedback take place? 
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